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THE DATIVE CASE     11

The dative is used
- for an indirect object
- in impersonal expressions
- with certain indirect verbs
- after the prepositions ïo - “along, according to, etc.” and ê - “towards”
- to express age.

Dative endings
ADJECTIVES POSSESSIVE AND PERSONAL

NOUNS & ORDINALS OTHER PRONOUNS PRONOUNS
æóðí‚ëó, ï‚ðêó ñò‚ðîìó ìîåì˜, òâîåì˜ ìíå
îòö˜, ï‚ëüöó ïˆðâîìó í‚øåìó, â‚øåìó òåáˆ
ìóçˆþ áîëüø‹ìó åã‹, å¸, èõ åì˜ / íåì˜ **
òðàìâ‚þ õîð‹øåìó * ¬òîìó, òîì˜
îãíƒ ñ‰íåìó ÷åì˜? / êîì˜?
ï‚ïå, äµäå á‹æüåìó

â‰çå, êí‰ãå ñò‚ðîé ìîˆé, òâîˆé ìåíµ
Ò‚íå áîëüø‹é í‚øåé, â‚øåé òåáµ
äâˆðè õîð‹øåé * åã‹, å¸, èõ åé / íåé **
Ìàð‰è ñ‰íåé ¬òîé, òîé

á‹æüåé

âèí˜ ñò‚ðîìó ìîåì˜, òâîåì˜ åì˜ / íåì˜ **
ì‹ðþ áîëüø‹ìó í‚øåìó, â‚øåìó
çä‚íèþ õîð‹øåìó * åã‹, å¸, èõ
âðˆìåíè ñ‰íåìó ¬òîìó, òîì˜

á‹æüåìó

æóðí‚ëàì â‰çàì ñò‚ðûì ìî‰ì, òâî‰ì íàì
ï‚ðêàì êí‰ãàì áîëüø‰ì * í‚øèì, â‚øèì âàì
äîì‚ì äâåðµì õîð‹øèì * åã‹, å¸, èõ èì / íèì **
ìóçˆÿì ìîðµì ñ‰íèì ¬òèì, òåì
îãíµì çä‚íèÿì á‹æüèì
äˆòÿì âðåìåí‚ì
àíãëè÷‚íàì * See the spelling rules, section 88
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Masculine singular nouns add -ó or change -é or -ü to -þ.
Feminine singular nouns change -à or -ÿ to -å, -ü to -è and -èÿ to -èè.
Neuter singular nouns change -î to -ó, -å to -þ, -èå to -èþ and -ìÿ to -ìåíè.
Masculine and neuter singular adjectives use -îìó or -åìó.
Feminine singular adjectives use -îé or -åé.
Plural nouns use -àì or -ÿì.
Plural adjectives use -ûì or -èì.

**After prepositions,
the personal pronouns
åì˜, åé and èì change
to íåì˜, íåé and íèì.
ê íåì˜ - “towards him”.

Irregularities
ïóòü has its own declension, see section 80.
ìàòü and äî÷ü have the stem ìàòåð- and äî÷åð- throughout their declension.
Other nouns have a stem change throughout the plural declension, section 2.
Examples: Dative singular Dative plural
ìàòü ì‚òåðè ìàòåðµì
äî÷ü ä‹÷åðè äî÷åðµì
áðàò áð‚òó áð‚òüÿì
ñûí ñ›íó ñûíîâüµì
äˆðåâî äˆðåâó äåðˆâüÿì
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The dative is used for an indirect object, for example: “Ivan is writing Nina a letter”.
(“Ivan is writing a letter to Nina”)

“Ivan” is the subject, “a letter” is the direct object, and “Nina” is the indirect object, which in
Russian is in the dative.

Èâ‚í ï‰øåò ïèñüì‹ Í‰íå. Ivan is writing a letter to Nina.

The indirect object is used with verbs of communication.
Í‰íà çâîí‰ò Àíäðˆþ. Nina is ringing Andrey.
Àíäðåé ïîñûë‚åò ñîîáùˆíèå Ìàð‰è. Andrey is sending a message to Maria.
ß ñêàæ˜ Âàä‰ìó îá ¬òîì ç‚âòðà. I will tell Vadim about this tomorrow.
è ò.ä.

The indirect object is used with verbs of giving, showing, wishing, helping.
ß äàì ‚äðåñ Ñåðãˆþ. I will give the address to Sergey.
Îíà êóï‰ëà ïîä‚ðîê ì˜æó. She bought a present for her husband.
Àêöèè ïðèíàäëåæ‚ò Èð‰íå. The shares belong to Irina.
ß ïîêàæ˜ âàì äîì. I will show you the house.
ß æåë‚þ åì˜ ñ÷‚ñòüÿ. I wish him happiness.
Ìû ïîìîã‚åì áˆäíûì ëƒäÿì. We help poor people.

The dative is used in impersonal expressions and with short form adjectives. These include
ì‹æíî - “able to”, íåëüçµ - “not allowed”, expressions of feeling, and many short adjectives.

Êîãä‚ ìíå ì‹æíî âñòðˆòèòüñÿ ñ íèì? When can I meet him?
Âàì íåëüçµ! You may not!
Àííå í˜æåí êîíòð‚êò. Anna needs the contract.
Íèêîë‚þ ‹÷åíü õ‹ëîäíî. Nikolai is very cold.
Ýòî íàì èçâˆñòíî. That is known to us.
ß ðàä â‚øåìó ïðèˆçäó. I am pleased about your arrival (that you have come).

Ìû áëàãîä‚ðíû í‚øèì êèò‚éñêèì äðóçüµì.
We are grateful to our Chinese friends.

The dative renders “for”
Ó÷‚ñòíèêàì ÂÎÂ âõîä áåñïë‚òíûé.
Entrance is free for participants in the Great Fatherland War.

The dative is used with certain indirect verbs
íð‚âèòüñÿ / ïîíð‚âèòüñÿ to please (rendering “to like”)

íàäîåä‚òü / íàäîˆñòü to bore
êàç‚òüñÿ / ïîêàç‚òüñÿ to seem

and with the forms (çà)õ‹÷åòñÿ / (çà)õîòˆëîñü - “want” and óäà¸òñÿ / óä‚ñòñÿ / óäàâ‚ëîñü /
óäàë‹ñü - “succeed”.

Ýêñê˜ðñèÿ ïîíð‚âèëàñü òóð‰ñòàì. The tourists liked the excursion.
Ìû íð‚âèìñÿ èì. They like us. (We please them)

Îí‰ òåáˆ ïîíð‚âÿòñÿ. You will like them.
Ëàð‰ñå íàäîˆëî æäàòü. Larisa is fed up with waiting.
Ìèí‰ñòðó íàäîˆëè ñîâˆòíèêè. The minister is fed up with his advisers.
Ìíå ê‚æåòñÿ, ÷òî ¬òî íå òàê ïë‹õî! It seems to me that it is not so bad!
Èâ‚íó õ‹÷åòñÿ ñïàòü Ivan wants to sleep.
Åé õîòˆëîñü îñò‚òüñÿ. She wanted to stay.
Áîð‰ñó íå óäàë‹ñü êóï‰òü ìàø‰íó. Boris didn’t succeed in buying a car.

The English verb “to telephone” or “to ring” takes a direct object.
The Russian verb çâîí‰òü / ïîçâîí‰òü takes an indirect object.

The English verb “to help” takes a direct object.
The Russian verb ïîìîã‚òü / ïîì‹÷ü takes an indirect object.
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The dative is used to express age, using an impersonal construction
Ñê‹ëüêî âàì ëåò? How old are you?
Ìíå øåñòüäåñµò äâà ã‹äà. I am sixty two.

Names of people and places use this construction in the same way.
Ñê‹ëüêî ëåò Íèêîë‚þ Ïåòð‹âè÷ó? How old is Nikolay Petrovich?
Åì˜ 88 ëåò. He is 88.
Ñê‹ëüêî ëåò Ëþäì‰ëå Ïåòð‹âíå? How old is Lyudmila Petrovna.
Åé 89 ëåò. She is 89.

Use á›ëî for the past and á˜äåò for the future.
Òîãä‚ åé á›ëî ñ‹ðîê ëåò. Then she was forty.
Â ñåíòÿáðˆ Ðóñë‚íó á˜äåò äâåí‚äöàòü ëåò. In September Ruslan will be twelve.

The dative is used after the prepositions ïo and ê
Both of these prepositions have several different renderings in English according to the context.

ïî can mean “along”, “on”, “by” or “according to”. It is used with jobs, skills etc. It can mean “at a
time” in phrases such as “one at a time”.

Îí‰ èä˜ò ïî Ëˆíèíñêîìó ïðîñïˆêòó. They are walking along Leninsky Prospekt.
Ýòî ñëˆâà ïî êîðèä‹ðó. It is on the left along the corridor.
ß ñìîòðˆë ¬òó ïðîãð‚ììó ïî òðˆòüåìó êàí‚ëó.

I saw that programme on the third channel.
Îí õ‹äèò ê íàì ïî ïµòíèöàì. He comes to see us on Fridays.
Îí îòâˆòèë ïî èìˆéëó. He replied by email.
ß óçí‚ë åã‹ ïî ã‹ëîñó. I recognised him by his voice.
Êòî âû ïî ïðîôˆññèè? What is your profession?
ß ñïåöèàë‰ñò ïî ôèí‚íñàì. I am a financial specialist.
Ïðèíèì‚éòå ïî îäí‹é òàáëˆòêå äâà ð‚çà â äåíü.

Take one tablet twice a day.

ê means “towards”. Use ê after verbs of motion with the prefix ïîä-. It can also mean “in”, “for”
and “to”, depending on the context.

In an official situation you may be asked “of which year” you are:
Âû êàê‹ãî ã‹äà ðîæäˆíèÿ? Of what year of birth are you?
Ñ‹ðîê ñåäüì‹ãî ã‹äà. Of 1947.

Òðîëëˆéáóñ ïîäõ‹äèò ê ñëˆäóþùåé îñòàí‹âêå.
The trolleybus is approaching the next stop.

Ó íå¸ ñïîñ‹áíîñòè ê èíîñòð‚ííûì ÿçûê‚ì.
She has abilities in foreign languages.

Ó âàñ åñòü ä‹ñòóï ê èíòåðíˆòó? Do you have access to the Internet?
ß ãîò‹âëþñü ê ýêç‚ìåíó. I am preparing for an exam.
Îí îáðàò‰ëñÿ êî ìíå ñ ïð‹ñüáîé. He approached me with a request.
Âçÿòü, ê ïðèìˆðó, íàñ. Take us, for example.

Â›õîä â ã‹ðîä ê Ïàâåëˆöêîìó âîêç‚ëó.
Exit into the city towards Paveletsky station.

Moscow is 850 years old.
(A logo from 1997)
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The dative case        Óïðàæíˆíèÿ

1. Complete the translations of the words in the dative

à. ß ïèø˜ ïèñüì‹ äèðˆêòîðó çàâ‹äà. I am writing a letter ____________ of the factory.

á. Îí‚ ñêàç‚ëà åì˜ îá ¬òîì. She told _______ about that.

â. Îí ïîêóï‚åò ïîä‚ðîê ñò‚ðøåé ñåñòðˆ.He is buying a present _____________________.

ã. Ñê‹ëüêî ëåò â‚øèì ðîä‰òåëÿì? How old are ____________________?

ä. Íàø ðàññê‚ç ïîäõ‹äèò ê êîíö˜. Our story is coming ______________.

å. Êëèˆíòó íóæí‚ ïð‚âèëüíàÿ èíôîðì‚öèÿ.

______________ needs the correct information.

æ. ß äˆëàþ âàì ïðåäëîæˆíèå. I am making _______ a proposal.

ç. Îí‚ ÷‚ñòî äà¸ò ñîâˆòû ïîäð˜ãàì. She often gives advice _____________________.

è. Âîëê ïîäõîä‰ë âñ¸ áë‰æå ê íåé. The wolf was getting closer and closer ________.

ê. Àííà ïðåäëîæ‰ëà ãîñòµì ÷àé. Anna offered _______________ tea.

ë. ß ïîçâîí‰ë ñò‚ðîìó äð˜ãó. I rang __________________________________.

ì. Ìû ïîøë‰ ïî Íˆâñêîìó ïðîñïˆêòó. We set off ______________________________.

í. Committee ______________________________.

î. Îí îòïð‚âèë ôàêñ íåìˆöêèì ïàðòí¸ðàì.

He sent a fax ___________________________.

ï. Òóð‰ñòàì ïîíð‚âèëàñü ýêñê˜ðñèÿ? Did _____________________ like the excursion?

ð. Âàì íå õ‹ëîäíî? Are __________ cold?

ñ. Ìî‰ì äˆòÿì íåïîíµòíî. _____________________ don’t understand.

ò. Îí ïîìîã‚åò àôðèê‚íñêèì ôˆðìåðàì. He is helping ____________________________.

Every blow of the hammer is a
blow __________________! Peace ____________!

All power _________________!

__________ is 70 years old! Say no ____________!
Thank you __________________!

2. Complete the translations of the slogans
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3. Choose nouns to fill the gaps. Change the endings as necessary

à. ß íàïèñ‚ë ____________ ïî ï‹âîäó äîì‚øíåãî çàä‚íèÿ ñ›íà.

á. ß íàïèñ‚ë ____________ î åã‹ í‹âîé êí‰ãå.

â. ß ïîçâîí‰ë ____________ î åã‹ ô‰ëüìå.

ã. ß ïîçâîí‰ë ______________ î êðåä‰òå.

ä. ß ïîêàç‚ë ____________ åãî ê‹ìíàòó.

å. ß ïîì‹ã ____________ íà ðàá‹òå.

æ. ß ïðèñë‚ë _____________ ïðèãëàøˆíèå íà âå÷åð‰íêó.

4. ×òî êîì˜ í˜æíî? - “Who needs what?”

Example:

Òðàêòîð‰ñò. Òðàêòîð‰ñòó í˜æåí òð‚êòîð.

à Ôóòáîë‰ñò. _______________________________.

á. Êîñìîí‚âò. _______________________________.

â. Ìåäñåñòð‚. _______________________________.

ã. Òóð‰ñò. _______________________________.

ä. Âåëîñèïåä‰ñò. _______________________________.

å. Áàíê‰ð. _______________________________.

æ. Ëèíãâ‰ñò. _______________________________.

â‰çà
âåëîñèïˆä
äˆíüãè
ìåäèêàìˆíòû
ìÿ÷
ðàêˆòà
ñëîâ‚ðü
òð‚êòîð

See also í˜æåí, section 24.

5. Ðàçãîâ‹ðíàÿ ïð‚êòèêà
×òî âàì ïîíð‚âèëîñü â Ìîñêâˆ?  -  “What did you like in Moscow?”
After an excursion around Moscow, say which places you liked.

‚âòîð
ãîñòü
äèðˆêòîð á‚íêà
äðóã
êîëëˆãà
ðåæèññ¸ð
ó÷‰òåëüíèöà

Ìîñê‹âñêèé êðåìëü

Êð‚ñíàÿ ïë‹ùàäü è ÃÓÌ

Áîëüø‹é òå‚òð

Èñòîð‰÷åñêèé ìóçˆéÂÂÖÊàç‚íñêèé ñîá‹ð

Ìîñê‹âñêîå ìåòð‹

Ñîá‹ð Õðèñò‚ Ñïàñ‰òåëÿ

ÂÂÖ = Âñåðîññ‰éñêèé â›ñòàâî÷íûé öåíòð

Àðá‚ò
Õðàì Âàñ‰ëèÿ
ÁëàæˆííîãîËóáµíêà

6
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8. Ðàçãîâ‹ðíàÿ ïð‚êòèêà
Êàê‰ì ð˜ññêèì ëƒäÿì  Âû õîòˆëè áû íàïèñ‚òü ïèñüì‹, ïîñë‚òü èìˆéë,
ïîçâîí‰òü è ò.ä., è ïî÷åì˜?

9. Ðàçãîâ‹ðíàÿ ïð‚êòèêà
Ñê‹ëüêî ëåò â‚øèì äðóçüµì, êîëëˆãàì, ÷ëˆíàì â‚øåé ñåìü‰ è ò.ä.?

10. Find more examples
à. Find six more examples of the use of the dative in different contexts, and translate them.

6. Choose words to fill the gaps. Change the endings as necessary

à. Ìàø‰íà ̂ õàëà ïî _________________________.

á. Ìû ïîäîøë‰ ê ____________________.

â. Ýêñê˜ðñèè ïî __________ è ___________.

ã. Ñåðãˆé è Í‰íà ‹÷åíü ä‹ëãî ãîâîðµò ïî ______________.

ä. Ñàíêò-Ïåòåðá˜ðã – âòîð‹é ïî ______________ ã‹ðîä Ðîññ‰è.

å. Îí‚ íå ïðèãîò‹âèëàñü ê __________________________.

æ. Ó ìåíµ íåò ä‹ñòóïà ê _______________________________.

ç. ×åìïèîí‚ò ì‰ðà ïî _________________ ñîñòîµëñÿ â Þæíîé Àôðèêå â 2010ã.

è. Êîëëˆãè âîøë‰ â ‹ôèñ äèðˆêòîðà ïî ____________.

ê. Ñïàñ‰áî _____________ çà ïîáˆäó!

See also the conditional - section 57

7. Êàê Âû ä˜ìàåòå, êîì˜ ¬òè ï‚ìÿòíèêè?

à. Ýòî ï‚ìÿòíèê Íèêîë‚þ Ã‹ãîëþ.

á. ______________________________________________.

â. ______________________________________________.

ã. ______________________________________________.

ä. ______________________________________________.

  õîð‹øàÿ á‚çà ä‚ííûõ  -  âåëè÷èí‚  -  äåä
  êàí‚ëû  -  êðàé ëˆñà  -   ìîé ïðèˆçä  -  îä‰í
  Ï˜øêèíñêàÿ ˜ëèöà  -  ðˆêè  -  òåëåô‹í  -  ôóòá‹ë

à. á. â. ã.       ä.

áðèò‚íñêèå ñîëä‚òû
ñîâˆòñêèå âîéñê‚
Íèêîë‚é Ã‹ãîëü
Ìèõà‰ë Ëˆðìîíòîâ
Àëåêñ‚íäð Ï˜øêèí


